Sub Topic Two: While the Jews were suffering because of the terrible living conditions, they were also forced to work in labor camps.

Detail One: To begin, the Jewish people had to work on plantations.

Elaborations: Many prisoners worked on plantations cultivating plants that would be used as medicines later (Neuhausler 35).This sounds like it might be an easy job, but it was actually very difficult considering the conditions. The Jewish prisoners were forced to collect and dry tea leaves in very high temperatures that caused heat exhaustion. From 1940-1943, many prisoners died due to the way they were treated while trying to work the marshy land (35). The Nazis made sure that the prisoner’s were treated miserably while in the work camps. Some prisoners were chained up to heavy carts and were forced to pull the carts until they collapsed (35).
Detail Two: Another job the prisoners were forced to do was work in the gravel pits.

Elaborations: Every prisoner dreaded this job and hoped they were not chosen for the gravel pits (35). The guards and the trained dogs caused mental and physical exhaustion while working in the pits. The prisoners used picks to break up the gravel and then carry the gravel at a fast pace for eight hours at a time (35). Many prisoners suffered terribly as they were hunched over for many hours.  If they stopped to rest, they were beaten badly (36).

Detail 3: In addition to the other two jobs, the prisoners also had to work as a snow commando.

Elaborations:  The prisoners feared this job and hoped they were assigned a different duty (36). The guards were very picky about the snow on the grounds. They wanted all of it removed immediately from every place in the camp (36). The prisoners had creative ways to remove the snow from the camp. Snow was piled on large planks and carried to the river.  The prisoners also piled the snow on tables and carried the tables on their shoulders to the river (36). 
