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marvelous or
marvellous

inadvertent

Holocaust

recusant

outré

vulpine

Mandarin

nuisance

Patagonia

pterodactyl

catastrophic

physicists

enervating

syncope

aspidistra

quandary

Einstein

sanctum sanctorum

pirouetted

chevalier

Honolulu

tremulous

undulating

crustaceans

toccata

uranium

aperture

Jacobean

eucalyptus

rheumatic

collision

prodigious

hypotenuse

moiety

tumulus

alpinist

Stilton

machete

remonstrance

gendarme

mahogany

unscrupulous

silhouetted

prestidigitation

malacca

neutron

concussion

conflagration

tetanus

Huguenot

insulin

legitimately

churlish

Cotswold

hors de combat

allegiance

vagabonds

mandrill

pertinacity

phrenologists

Dantean

affectionately

ascetic

cayenne

reveille

perpetrator

habanero

pugnacious

Lilliput

ague

avalanche

overweening

gesticulations

patronymic

netsuke

bedlam

vengeance

interminableness

castellated

recherché

Mylar

gladiatorial

potentialities

ebullience

supererogation

exquisite

semaphore

decrepitude

Hebrides

au fait

assailant

inconceivable

promulgate

phosphine

functionary

pilgrimages

constabulary

nautilus

wallah or
walla
a posteriori

This list includes 50 challenging eighth grade words and, to extend learning, 50 challenging ninth grade
words. If you learn the spellings and meanings of these 100 words, you will be well prepared for an
eighth grade classroom bee. If you would like to be well prepared for a school spelling bee, ask your
teacher for the 450-word School Spelling Bee Study List.
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Where do my study words come from?
The Scripps National Spelling Bee is pleased to partner with presenting sponsor Kindle in creating a new
kind of spelling bee study experience. Good words come from good books, and this year each word on the
study list can be found in one of the exciting Kindle e-book titles listed below. Each of these books is
available on Kindle e-readers as well as the Kindle app and is enabled with Word Wise to help spellers
master the meanings of words while seeing them in context.
Kindle puts the tools and resources spellers need right in their own hands. With a Kindle e-reader, students
can bring thousands of books with them without weighing down backpacks, and unique features teach new
words quickly without ever having to leave the page. Adventure and knowledge await with Kindle and the
School Spelling Bee Study List!

Kindle Key Features:
Word Wise

Short and simple definitions within the
context of the sentence automatically
appear above difficult words to improve
comprehension.

Vocabulary Builder

Kindle FreeTime

Words looked up on Kindle are automatically
turned into flashcards for future review and
learning.

Children can view their reading progress for
each book, track reading accomplishments
for each day and earn achievement badges
for reaching milestones.

Eighth Grade Source Books (all 100 words on this list may be found in these books):
•
•
•
•
•

The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie by Alan Bradley
Uglies by Scott Westerfeld
The Princess Bride by William Goldman
Bomb: The Race to Build—and Steal—the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve Sheinkin
The Terrifying Tales by Edgar Allan Poe

